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America’s Stonehenge 

Salem 



America’s Stonehenge 



The site first appears in print 

in the 1907 History of  Salem, 
N.H.  Described as: Jonathan 

Pattee's Cave. He had a house 

in these woods 70 years before. 

 

Purchased by William 

Goodwin in 1937. Goodwin 

“restored” much of  the site,   

destroying the archaeological integrity of  whatever pre-Columbian 

ruins existed there when he acquired it. Still, the standing stones 

and stone constructions are not associated with the Algonquian 

Indians who occupied the area prior to European arrival. 



First Evidence of Chinese Contact 



First Recorded Chinese Exploration 

 Emperor Shun Dispatched 
Geographers Around the World 

 To Study and Measure the World 

 Explored “Fu Sang” 4,200 Years Ago 

 Used Observation of Stars to Calculate 
Position 

 Produced an Atlas of the World  

 Title of Atlas: Shan Hai Jing 
Emperor Shun 



Chinese in America 4,200 YBP 

 Book claims Chinese came to 

America 4,200 years ago. 

 Author claimed to have found an 

old map showing ancient Chinese 

knowledge of America 



Shan Hai Jing 

 The Book of Mountains and Seas 

 An Atlas of the World Produced for Emperor Shun 

 Contained Descriptions of the Natural Features 

 Described the Grand Canyon, the Mexican Plateau 

 Volcanoes, Rivers and their Direction of Flow 

 Giant Sequoia Trees 

 Originally 32 Volumes, Later Reduced to 18 



Earliest Chinese Maps 

Africa 

Europe 

Mediterranean 

China 

America 



Later Chinese Maps 

Shanhai Yudi Quantu=Complete Terrestrial Map 



Chinese Knowledge of Americas 
 We’ll see more evidence of Chinese contact 

 From several exploratory periods 

 Chinese maps clearly advanced more quickly than 
European maps re. Americas 

 Chinese maps may have influenced European maps 
through transference to Portuguese and Italian 
cartographers 

 Polos visit China 1250s to 1290s  

 Bring knowledge of Chinese cartography to Europe  



Albertin de Virga Map ca. 1410 
Note: Africa shown 

accurately 

But Europeans had not 

Yet sailed around Africa 

Da Gama Voyage 1497-99 

Ca-Paru = Peru        

Peru not found by Pizarro 

until 1524, yet it appeared 

on this Map in 1410? 



European Maps Credit China 

Anian Region and 

Tartar Tents on 16th 

Century Map by 

Jode 

Anian 

Region 



European Maps Credit China 

Chinese Junk off  West Coast on 17th Century Map by Hondius 



Earliest Arrival of the Norse People 



Ancient Norse Traders 

 Evidence points to Norse contact with America 

3,700 years ago 

 Norse sailed to America 

 Entered the St. Lawrence River 

 Reached the copper mines of Michigan 

 Traded for copper 

 Left evidence of their visit 



Petroglyph Park, Ontario, Canada 

Lake Ontario 



One of the Petroglyphs 

At least 900 Petroglyphs have been found here 



Woden-Lithi’s Message 

Norse Message: Wilk halgen Tsiwa 

Woden-Lithi  

 

Translation: “This image hallowed to 

Tsiwa [a Norse God] by Woden-Lithi”  



Complete Message 

This image hallowed to Tsiwa by Woden-Lithi.  

Woden-Lithi, of Ringerike the great king,  

instructed that runes be engraved. 

A ship he took; in honor of Gungnir was its name. 

For ingot copper of excellent quality came the king by way of trial. 

As a trial the king lay at anchor for five months from April until August. 

Profitably he dealt trade goods with the foreigners for copper, the object of his 
expedition. 



Support for Norse Presence in America  

It looks to me as if a single trade route 

united an area from the gold-mining zone 

along the Niger to Scandinavia, and I think 

that oceanic voyagers from Scandinavia, 

Kelley was a translator of  Mayan glyphic writing and an 

expert on ancient writing at the Univ. of  Calgary. 

linked into that route, reached Ontario.       David Kelley 



Copper Mining  
 Native American’s mined vast amounts of 

copper in the Lake Ontario region at the 
time of the Bronze Age in Europe 

 David Kelley might be right about 
European trade with the Native Americans 

 Some researchers argue that the amount of copper found as 
Indian artifacts does not come close to the amount known to 
have been mined 

 The bulk of American copper may have gone to Europe to 
be combined with Cornish tin during the Bronze Age 



Phoenician-Hebrew 

Voyages 3,000 years ago 

 King Solomon and King Hiram 

    formed a strategic alliance 

 Sent Phoenician ships to the mythical land of Ophir  

 Ships returned in 3 years laden with gold, peacocks, 
sandalwood and other riches. 

 May have departed from Tharshish in Spain  

 Near modern-day Cadiz (a city founded by Phoenicians 
3,100 years ago) 



Phoenician Navy 



Phoenician Territory 



Phoenician Trade 



Phoenician Exploration 

 Phoenicians had settled in modern-day 
Spain and Portugal by the time of Solomon 

 Traded for tin in Cornwall, England 

 Had begun to explore the west coast of Africa as far 
as the Canary Islands 

 Ca. 600 BCE they may have circumnavigated Africa 

 450 BCE Hanno had sailed as far as Guinea on the 
west coast of Africa 



 The Phoenician-Hebrew 

expeditions may have come to 

America 

 We find a clue in the American 

Southwest 

 Near Los Luñas, New Mexico 

Now We Jump to New Mexico 



Los Luñas Location 



Mystery Mountain, New Mexico 



Mystery Mountain, New Mexico 



Petroglyphs of the Southwest 



Mystery Mountain, New Mexico 



Inscription Rock, Los Luñas 



Inscription 



What It Says in English 
I Jehovah Eloah who brought you out of the land of Mitsrayim out 
of the house of bondages. You shall not have other gods in place of 
me. You shall not make for yourself molded idols. You shall not lift 
up your voice to connect the name of Jehovah in hate. Remember you 
the Sabbath to make it holy. Honor your father and your mother to 
make long your existence upon the land which Jehovah Eloah gave to 
you. You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You 
shall not steal. You shall not bear witness against your neighbor, 
testify for a bribe. You shall not covet the wife of your neighbor and 
all which belongs to your neighbor.  



Analysis  
 The text is an ancient Semitic script used by both the 

Phoenicians and the Hebrews at the time of Solomon 

 The text was not translated until the 20th century 

 The rock was first seen by non-Indians in the 19th 

century 

 Geologist George Morehouse estimated, based on 

the patina, that the inscription is at least 500 years old 

 Not a recent forgery 



Conclusion 

 Hebrew traders or explorers may have traveled to 

America, up the Rio Grande and carved the Ten 

Commandments on a suitable boulder in modern-day 

New Mexico.  

 That event took place most likely during the time of 

King Solomon, 3,000 years ago. 

 



Phoenician—Grave Creek, WV  

Stone found in burial mound at Moundsville WV with 

skeletons, shell beads, bracelets, and other grave goods 



Moundsville WV 

Ancient Burial Mound on Grave Creek Near the Ohio River 



Grave Creek Stone 

Translation: “Tumulus in honor of  Tadach. His 

wife caused this engraved tile to be inscribed.”  

First Millennium BCE Punic 

(Phoenician) script 

Also dates to about the time 

of  King Solomon 



Another Hebrew--Bat Creek, TN 

Stone found in burial mound along with brass bracelets 



Bat Creek Stone 

Inscription reads: “for the Jews” or “for Judea.” 

Dated to approximately 130 CE  



Libyans Visit Ecuador 2,200 Years ago 

Cuenca, Ecuador 

Tablet found in underground tunnel  
Given to Father Crespi by Ecuadorian Indians 



Translation of Tablet 

Ancient Libyan Script dated 180 BCE 

Translation: The elephant that 
supports the Earth upon the waters 
and causes it to quake  

Obviously, elephants were unknown in the 

Americas in 180 BCE. Hard to believe Ecuadorian 

Indians would have had the knowledge to forge 

this plaque. 



Roman Amphora Found off  Rio de Janeiro 

Robert Marx discovered and recovered Roman 

amphora in the Bay of  Guanabara near Rio 

 

Dr. Elizabeth Lyding Will, an expert on Roman 

amphoras, examined the find and concluded that 

the amphora date to the second or third century 

B.C.  

 

Once the Brazilian government learned of  the 

discovery, the wreck site was intentionaly covered 

in silt to prevent further study. 



Roman Amphora in Rio  

Robert Marx blamed the Brazilian Navy for the obscuring of  the 

wreck site. The reason he gave for the Navy's action was that proof  

of  a Roman presence would require Brazil to rewrite its recorded 

history, which has the Portuguese navigator Pedro Alvares Cabral 

discovering the country in 1500. 

 

The Brazilian Navy has denied that it covered up the site and has in 

turn charged Mr. Marx with ''contraband'' of  objects recovered 

from other wrecks in this country.  



Roman Amphora Found off  Maine 
In 1971 a scuba diver found two 1st-

century Iberic Roman amphorae – 

storage jars with large oval bodies – 

at a depth of  40 feet in Castine Bay, 

Maine.  

 

A third amphora was recovered from 

the Atlantic shore near Jonesboro, 

Maine. 



Roman Coins Found in New England 

A lot of  Roman coins have been found 

in the Americas. These above from 

Beverly and Grafton in Massachusetts, 

respectively. Left: emperor Flavius 

Valens (364-378 AD). Right: emperor 

Septimus Severus (193-211 AD). 4th C BC Roman Coins  

found in Beverly Massachussetts 



A small terracotta head sculpture, with a beard 

and European-like features, was found in 1933 (in 

the Toluca Valley, Mexico in a burial offering 

under three intact floors of  a pre-colonial building 

(ca. 1476 – 1510).  

The artifact was studied by Roman art authority 

Bernard Andreae of  the German Institute of 
Archaeology in Rome and Austrian anthropologist Robert von 

Heine-Geldern.  Both stated that the style of  the artifact was 

compatible with Roman sculptures of  the 2nd century. The find 

provides evidence for at least a one-time contact between the Old 

and New Worlds. 

Roman Statue (Head) Toluca Mexico 



3rd & 4th Cen. Roman Coins on 

Bank of Ohio River 

Left: Claudius II, dated 268 AD. Right: 

Maximinus I, dated 312 or 313 AD. The 

coins were removed from public display 

in the Ohio Museum, because the 

museum belongs to the state of  Indiana, 

whose archaeological policy is that there 

is no documented evidence of  pre-

Columbian contacts. 



Second Chinese Exploration 

梁武帝  Emperor Wu 464-549 CE 

Hui Shan, a Buddhist Monk sailed to Fu Sang with 

4 other monks  

Left China in 458 & Returned/reported to Wu 499 

Records of  his voyage still exist, although much 

abbreviated and distorted 

 



Chinese Visit America in 5th C.  

 

FUSANG 

OR 

THE DISCOVERY OF 
AMERICA 

BY 

CHINESE 
BUDDHIST 

PRIESTS IN THE 
FIFTH CENTURY. 

BY 

CHARLES G. 
LELAND. 

New York: J.W. Bouton 

[1875] 

•Pacific voyage along  great-circle route is 

facilitated by almost constant visibility of  

land and prevailing sea-currents.  

•China had advanced maritime technology 

long before European age of  discovery 

•History of  long voyages to distant ports in 

Africa, Arabia and India before Portuguese. 

•Chinese chronicle lands far to the East. 



Hui Shan’s Itinerary 



Fu Sang--America 

 Hui-Shan named the place Fu 
Sang, after a succulent plant he'd 
found in that arid land. The 
natives ate its roots and made 
wine from its sap. From its thick 
leaves they made cloth, rope, 
roof-thatch, and even paper.  

 

 

Maguey Cactus of  Mexico 

 In AD 499, a Buddhist missionary, Hui-Shan, came 
back from a long voyage and told of a strange people 
in a strange land. 



Vestiges of Hui Shan’s Visit 

Hui Shan was the prototype from 

which the legend of  Quetzalcoatl 

developed 

1,000 Years Later, Hernán Cortés was 

viewed by the Aztecs as the return of  

the bearded holy man, Quetzalcoatl-

Hui Shan 

One Theory Proposed by 

Henrietta Mertz: 



The Hopi of the American Southwest have a parallel 

legend of Pahana, their long-lost white brother. Like 

Quetzalcoatl in Mexico, Pahana was expected to 

return to the American Southwest to restore peace and 

harmony among the people there. 

Pahana could be a cultural echo of the visit by Hui 

Shan to the ancestors of the Hopi, the Mogollon, in 

modern-day Arizona 

Vestiges of Hui Shan’s Visit 



Next Lecture 

 

Continuation of  Legendary Voyages to America 

Spanish and French Voyages  

England Begins Settlement Attempts 



Questions & Comments 


